Objectives: Streptococcus pneumoniae bacteria is responsible for many severe diseases in humans. Pneumococcal surface antigen A (PsaA) is a virulence factor of S. pneumoniae and a potential candidate for development of a protein-based vaccine against this pathogen. In this context the present work was done aiming to study PsaA stability in presence of denaturing agents such as urea, guanidine hydrochloride (GdmCl), different temperatures and pH in the presence or absence of Zinc.
OTR9 -STRUCTURAL CHARACTERIZATION OF PNEUMOCOCCAL SURFACE ANTIGEN A (PsaA) OF STREPTOCOCCUS PNEUMONIAE
were carried out using the excitation wavelength fixed at 280 nm, and the emission spectrum was recorded from 295 nm to 415 nm. The Circular Dichroism (CD) spectra were monitored from 200 nm to 260 nm, averaged over 3 scans at a speed of 50 nm / min.
If not mentioned, all experiments were performed at pH 8.0. 
Conclusion:
All data related to PsaA conformational analysis here obtained are significant in the aim to improve the structural understanding of this protein as a potential vaccine antigenic target.
